
NCTA
Learning that works for Tuscaloosa County

FOR ALL



Table of
CONTENTS

06 15

20 31

03 WHAT IS CTE?

06

08 AUTOMOTIVE

11 COOPERATIVE
EDUCATION

15 TEACHING AND
TRAINING

20 TOP NURSING
PROGRAMS

29 TOP WELDING JOBS

32 TECH PROGRAM BY
MERCEDES-BENZ

34

38 5TH GRADE DAY

31 GIRLS WHO WELD

33 NCTA SUCCESS STORIES

34
32

39 NTHS INDUCTION
CEREMONY

45 CTE MONTH

38
39

44

DUAL ENROLLMENT

CATS-TV ON YOUTUBE

45

29

12 COSMETOLOGY



Agriculture, Food and Natural
Resources

Architecture and Construction

Arts, A/V Technology, and
Communications

Business, Management and
Administration

Education and Training

Finance

Government and Public
Administration

Health Science

Hospitality and Tourism

Human Services

Information Technology

Law, Public Safety, Corrections,
and Security

Manufacturing

Marketing

Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics

Transportation, Distribution,
and Logistics

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CTE?
NCTA MAGAZINE   |   03

Career clusters in Alabama’s curriculum
include courses that identify academic 

and technical knowledge and skills needed 
for students to pursue a wide range 

of career opportunities. 
 

Courses provide relevance for students 
by linking school-based learning 
with career-related experiences. 

 
Career clusters provide the framework for 

what students need to know and be able to do. 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

 
 

The TCSS Career and Technical Education (CTE)
program is a rigorous, progressive, and vital

part of the total educational system that
provides students with life skills and prepares

them as a workforce in which business 
and industry are confident.

 

Our Mission: To provide resources and
services that enable student 

success in life and work!

WHAT IS
16 CAREER CLUSTERS



Business Software Applications
This course is designed to assist students in

developing technological proficiencies in word
processing, spreadsheets, databases,

presentations, communications, Internet use,
ethics, and careers using technology applications.

 
Accounting

This course is designed to help students
understand the basic principles of the 

accounting cycle.
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Make MoneyMake Money
WorkWork

To succeed in any finance-related
career, you need to understand

and enjoy math. Finance
professionals use logic and creative

thinking to analyze data, find
patterns, and create plans.

Most finance jobs require strong computer skills, including graphs and spreadsheets.
Finance professionals have to organize, store, and protect confidential financial records 

and other important data. 

Advanced Accounting
This course is designed to provide students
with an increased emphasis on accounting

principles and techniques for solving business
problems and making financial decisions.

 
 

Personal Finance
Students will be introduced to the

management of personal and family resources
to achieve personal goals and financial literacy. 

PROGRAM COURSES
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

AGRISCIENCE AND
BUILDING

CONSTRUCTION

Do you have a love for the great outdoors?
Do you enjoy gardening, camping, hunting, or fishing? 
Then Agriscience and Building Construction is the place for you. In
Alabama, plenty of jobs are available in this career cluster and the

majority of them will lead you outdoors. Jobs in agriculture and
food, and natural resources often require you to get your hands
dirty, whether you are leading a fishing trip or landscaping a new

business complex. Students enrolled in Fundamentals of
Agriscience receive a Forestry Workers Certification career

readiness indicator. Students also have the opportunity to earn
articulated credit through any Alabama Community College by

enrolling in Construction Framing and Finishing. Students can leave
NCTA with 15 hours of articulated credit.



COURSES OFFERED
Foundations in Arts, A/V Tech & Communications

Introduction to Television Production
Television Production: Writing, Producing and Performing

Television Production: Photography and Editing
Advanced Television Production

Senior Career Pathway Project - Arts, A/V Tech &
Communications

 
CREDENTIALS OFFERED

Adobe-Premier Pro Certified Associate
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AUDIO VISUAL
   TECHNOLOGY

Students host Athletic Media Days to interview coaches 
and players. This event allows them to put their skills to use 

while highlighting all of the TCSS sports teams and programs. 

ABOUT THIS PROGRAM
Students enrolled in the Television Production
program will be provided with information on

skills and operations needed in television
production. Students will participate in

classroom and laboratory experiences in
television performance, production, and

operations. Students will gain experience in the
school-based television studio and photography
and editing studio. CATS-TV is operated through
this program. Scan the QR code below to see the

CATS-TV YouTube channel. 
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AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNOLOGY

NCTA MAGAZINE   |   08

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
The transportation,
distribution, and logisitcs
program at the Northport
Career Tech Annex
prepares students to
continue their education
in the automotive field
and gain employment in
the automotive industry. 

 ARE YOU A NASCAR, BOATING, OR BMX FAN? 
An interest in and passion for automotive and

off-road sports is often a sound basis for a
career in transportation, distribution, and

logistics.
 

ARE YOU STRONG AND COORDINATED?
Some of the jobs in this cluster are physically
intense and are often best performed by job

candidates who possess great physical
strength and coordination.  

DO YOU HAVE STRONG MATH, SCIENCE, AND
COMPUTER SKILLS? 

Math, science, and computers have helped to
paint the landscape in which the jobs in this

career cluster are performed.
 

ARE YOU GOOD AT OPERATING TOOLS AND
MACHINERY?

It requires a precise set of skills to operate the
machinery that makes the jobs in this career

cluster possible. 

GET ON THE FAST TRACK



Students enrolled in the
automotive classes have the

opportunity to earn dual
enrollment credits at Shelton

State Community College.
Students can receive college
credit at SSCC for AUM 121,

AUM 122, AUM 124, and AUM
239. Students earn career

readiness indicators through
the Automotive Service of

Excellence program.
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How to Become an Automotive Body Repairer
Most employers prefer to hire automotive body and glass repairers who have completed a training program in automotive
body or glass repair. Still, many new automotive body and glass repairers begin work without previous training. Industry
certification is becoming increasingly important. Overall employment of automotive body and glass repairers is projected to
grow 6 percent from 2020 to 2030, about as fast as the average for all occupations.  About 17,500 openings for automotive
body and glass repairers are projected each year, on average, over the decade. Many of those openings are expected to
result from the need to replace workers  who transfer to different occupations or exit the labor force to retire.
(U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS)
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https://www.bls.gov/ooh/installation-maintenance-and-repair/automotive-body-and-glass-repairers.htm#tab-4
https://www.bls.gov/


 
It can be easy to confuse internships with

cooperative education as they both seek to give
hands-on experience to students. 

 
Difference Between Internships and

Cooperative Education

Interns work for free. 
If a student participates in an on-site internship, they will receive

no pay in exchange for valuable on-site experience. 
 

CO-OP STUDENTS GET PAID!
Co-op students will receive pay for their time at their workplace,

while also receiving course credit for this placement. 
 

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

Cooperative education is a
structured method of

combining classroom-based
education with practical

work experience. 
A cooperative education
experience, commonly

known as a "co-op,"
provides academic credit

for structured job
experience.
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COSMETOLOGY

CAREER PATH-WHAT TO EXPECT
Successful cosmetologists, barbers, and other personal
appearance workers should possess an understanding of
fashion, art, and technical design. They should enjoy working
with the public and be willing and able to follow clients’
instructions. Communication, image, and attitude play an
important role in career success. Some cosmetology schools
consider “people skills” to be such an integral part of the job
that they require coursework in that area. Business skills are
vital for those who plan to operate their own salons.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Students in the Cosmetology
program learn all of the phases
of hair design, including cutting,

coloring, highlighting, and
styling, as well as skin and nail
care. In addition to the creative
and technical training, students
study anatomy, chemistry, and
medical conditions that affect

the skin and hair.

The Cosmetology program
provides education in

emerging technology in the
scientific and practical study

of beauty culture with
instruction in the care and
beautification of the hair,
skin, and nails, which is

designed to prepare students
for the Alabama licensing

examination.

CUTTING-EDGE
TRAINING

@ Holt High School

SCAN ME!

Students in action
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PERKS OF THE PROGRAM
The Cosmetology program is set up like a full salon that provides a
real-world, work-simulated learning environment. Taking
Cosmetology Courses in high school can benefit your future in several
ways. For each course completed with an 80 average or higher, 90%
attendance, and the required number of Objectives/Hours the course
will articulate to Shelton State Community College for a College
Accredited Course.
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EDUCATION AND
TRAINING

3

GO TO THE HEAD OF THE CLASS
If you are the type who looks forward
to school, there is a good chance you

could find yourself at home in a
teaching career.

Career Readiness Indicator:
Google Teacher Certification
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Teaching and Training Program Courses
Education and Training (foundation course)

Teaching I
Teaching II

Education and Training Internship



ABOUT THIS PROGRAM
The Food, Wellness, and Dietetics Program consists of
the foundational course of Family and Consumer
Sciences and can be followed by Food and Nutrition,
Event Planning, and Sports Nutrition. Students taking 3
or more courses in this program become completers.

ServSafe Manager
 

ASK Institute- Concepts
of Entrepreneurship
and Management

 
Certifed Guest Service

Professional

CAREER
READINESS

INDICATORSStudents learn how to make balloon arches in order 
to be more marketable in providing decor for events.

EVENT
PLANNING

Food, Wellness, and
Dietetics Courses

 
Family and Consumer

Sciences
Food and Nutrition

Event Planning
Sports Nutrition
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Food Service Manager
Chemical Engineer
Food Scientist and

Technologist
Biochemist and Biophysicist

Microbiologist
Chemist

Dietitian and Nutritionist
Editor

Technical Writer
Sports Nutritionist

Food Journalist/Stylist/
Photographer

CAREER
POTENTIAL

OPPORTUNITIES

Students studied food truck businesses and events
associated with food trucks and finished the unit with 

a visit from Pastor's Kitchen Food Truck.

Event Planning students had the opportunity to 
decorate a Tinsel Trail tree at Government Plaza.
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                       CONSUMER SCIENCES
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DO YOU ENJOY HELPING OTHERS?
DO YOU HAVE STRONG PUBLIC 

SPEAKING SKILLS?
WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOURSELF AS 
"PATIENT" AND "COMPASSIONATE"?

If you answered yes, then Family and Consumer
Sciences courses are the place for you!

Courses:
Family and Consumer Sciences

Food and Nutrition
Event Planning

Sports Nutrition
Baking and Pastry Arts 

Child Development

FAMILY &
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Career Readiness
Indicators:

ServSafe Manager
Certified Guest Service

Professional



HEALTH SCIENCE

ABOUT THIS PROGRAM 
The Health Science program focuses on integrated academics
combined with healthcare knowledge and skills to provide the
framework for a strong healthcare delivery system. Laboratory
experiences assist students in gaining competencies necessary for
employment or continued learning in the field. A required component
of this class is for students to tour community healthcare related
agencies and facilities. Successful students in the Foundations of
Health Science course can continue in the program to the Internship
course. Students enrolled in the internship are exposed to a variety of
areas including nursing, medicine, therapy, dentistry, pharmacy,
sports medicine, and other health-related careers. 

 
 
 

NURSING PROGRAMS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
A typical RN program at a community college spans five semesters, and
the LPN program lasts for three. The curriculum incorporates general
education courses, nursing courses, and includes classroom instruction
with guided clinical experiences. LPN graduates are prepared to fulfill
positions as staff nurses and may work in various settings such as
hospitals, clinics, or physicians’ offices. Graduates have the opportunity
to become Registered Nurses after passing the NCLEX-RN exam.
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1

https://potentialmagazine.com/benefits-of-community-college/


 

AVAILABLEAVAILABLE
CERTIFICATIONSCERTIFICATIONS

  
Certified Patient CareCertified Patient Care

Technician (CPCT)Technician (CPCT)  
CPR - First Aid - CPR - First Aid - BasicBasic

Life Support- AEDLife Support- AED

Courses Offered:
-Foundations of Health Science

-Health Science Internship
-Therapeutic Services
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Are you good at math? 
Do you like to take things apart and put them back together?

Are you detail oriented?
Can you explain computers to people who have limited experience with them?

 
Then Information Technology is the place for you!

Programming and Software
Development Program
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JROTC
Motivating young people to be

Better Citizens!

Leadership, Team Building, and Community Service

 

JROTC provides
students with learning
experiences beneficial

in any future career.
Topics of study

include U.S. Military
history, personal

hygiene, leadership,
human relations, staff

functions and
procedures, first aid,
military map reading,

techniques of oral
communications,

marksmanship,
orienteering, drill and

and ceremony, and
civil defense. 

Program Outcomes:
-Graduating high school students are prepared to succeed in 

post-secondary options and career pathways
-Make decisions that promote positive social, emotional, 

and physical health
-Value the role of the military and other service organizations

-Act with integrity and personal accountability as students learn 
to lead others to succeed in a diverse and global workforce

-Engage in civic concerns that impact the community 
and society at large
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MARKETING
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Marketing, Sales, and Service
 

Do you enjoy art, writing, or public speaking? 
Marketing, sales, and service jobs require employees to combine their creative strengths 

with strong communication skills. 
 

Do you enjoy speaking to groups of people? 
The marketing, sales, and service career cluster will put your public speaking skills to the test.

 
Are you good at convincing your friends to follow your lead?

Sales is all about earning your clients' trust.



THE GOAL OF THE
NCTA MODERN

MANUFACTURING
PROGRAM IS TO

EQUIP STUDENTS
WITH THE

EMPLOYABILITY
AND TECHNICAL
SKILLS REQUIRED

FOR EMPLOYMENT
AND/OR

ADVANCED
TRAINING IN THE

GROWING FIELD OF
MANUFACTURING

TECHNOLOGY.

 
ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The Northport Career Tech Annex offers a simulated work
experience for students interested in the Manufacturing
industry. The program covers important aspects of industry
including Safety, Quality, Production Processes, and
Maintenance. Students also have the the opportunity to learn
from professional industry guest speakers, a simulated work
environment, field trips, earn nationally accredited industry
credentials, and participate in work-based and apprenticeship
opportunities at local companies. Through this comprehensive
program, students work toward becoming college and career
ready in a high demand field in our region. 

MODERN MANUFACTURING
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STUDENTS USE THEIR KNOWLEDGE TO EDUCATE OTHERS ABOUT ROBOTICS AND SAFETY PROCEDURES IN CLASS

TCSS.NET



COURSES OFFERED
WORKFORCE READINESS

MANUFACTURING I - SAFETY
MANUFACTURING II - QUALITY

MANUFACTURING III - PRODUCTION 
MANUFACTURING IV - MAINTENANCE

CAREER PATHWAY PROJECT - MANUFACTURING

CREDENTIALS OFFERED
NCCER CORE CONSTRUCTION

MSSC - SAFETY
MSSC - QUALITY PRACTICES AND MEASUREMENT

MSSC - PROCESSES AND PRODUCTION
MSSC - MAINTENANCE AWARENESS

MANUFACTURING CAREERS
Employment in manufacturing occupations is expected to
continue to open more and more opportunities each year.

Overall, the nation should expect just over 900,000
manufacturing production jobs to open up each year as

workforce demands needs to be met (US Bureau of Labor and
Statistics - Production Occupations).



SPORTS MEDICINE
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ABOUT THE COURSES: Sports Medicine Fundamentals,
Intermediate, and Advanced

Sports Medicine provides an overview of the field of sports
medicine as well as exposes students to fundamentals skills.
The importance of legal and ethical concerns will be
emphasized. Students will learn about career opportunities,
medical terminology, safety, assessment and emergency
preparedness in sports medicine. If a student progresses to
the intermediate course, they can expect to examine sports
medicine facilities, policies, procedures, and protocols
utilized in patient care. In the advanced sports medicine
course, students will understand basic pathophysiology,
kinesiology, and principles or treatment as well as analyze a
variety of health situations involved in the sports medicine
pathway. 

CAREERS IN SPORTSCAREERS IN SPORTS
M E D I C I N EM E D I C I N E

Athletic Trainer
Physical Therapist/Assistant

Occupational Therapist/Assistant
Orthopedic Medicine 
Chiropractic Medicine

Sports Performance Specialist   
Exercise Physiology

Kinesiology 
 

Helping people improve their
athletic performance, recover

from injury and prevent 
future injuries



About the Program
Welding, the most common way of permanently joining metal parts, is used to construct and
repair parts of ships, automobiles, spacecraft, and thousands of other manufactured products.
Heat is applied to the pieces to be joined, melting and fusing them to form a permanent bond.
Students in the department learn traditional techniques on equipment they will use in the
workforce, performing stick welds, mig welds, aluminum welds, tig welds, and many others.

WELDING
     TECHNOLOGY
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 Rig Welder

 Underwater Welder

 Nuclear Welder

 Industrial Pipeline Welder

 Military Support Welders

 Welding Engineer

 Certified Welding Inspector

 Pipe Welder

 Combo Welder

 Certified Welding Supervisor

 Aerospace Welder

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

T O P  W E L D I N G
J O B S  
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WELDING TECHNOLOGY

Students who
participate in
welding can
leave with
NCCER and AWS
3G Plate
certifications.
Students
enrolled in dual
enrollment can
leave with a
short certificate
through SSCC. 

The Northport Career Tech Annex is excited to offer
welding dual enrollment classes for the students of
Tuscaloosa County High School, Northside High
School, and Sipsey Valley High School through
Shelton State Community College. Students have
the opportunity to earn high school credit and
college credit during the school day. Welding 102,
106, 110, and 126 can be earned as dual credits.
Students enrolled in NCCER Welding 1 receive three
hours of articulated credit through any Alabama
Community College. 

CAREER OUTLOOK
There will always be a need for hands-on welding, and knowing how
to spot and correct problems during the welding process is essential.
The ability to integrate welding techniques and knowledge, along
with an ability to work with computers and robotic machinery is
essential to keep up with the changing face of the welding industry.
Today’s welders must also have a working knowledge of industrial
blueprints, fabrication layout, process operation, and equipment
setup.

2



BUILT
C U S T O M

GIRLS WHO WELD

In 2010, women made up 4% of the
welding workforce. By 2026, the welding
industry is expected to grow by 6% and
there are not enough skilled welders to
meet the demand. Programs like Weld
Like a Girl and Women Who Weld are

working to attract females into the field
by focusing on the career benefits that

include job security and high wages.
NCTA third year welding student,

Madison Mitchell, said she was drawn to
the field of welding "because it is a male

dominated profession" and she as a
female, wanted the opportunity to make
an equal wage. Welding gives students

the opportunities to combine academic,
technical, and professional skills to gain a

competitive advantage in today's
workforce.



  To help our Modern Manufacturing students prepare for the ever-changing manufacturing industry, Mercedes-
Benz donated an SUV for students to practice/perfect their skills with automobiles that differ from the rest.
Donations like these allow NCTA to prepare the best and brightest technicians for employers like Mercedes.

Most high schools and community colleges instruct automotive from a standpoint of automotive service, which
is more related to dealerships. At Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, their technicians are more focused on

electrical repair and reassembly/disassembly of the parts on the cars. Mercedes technicians are in a
“manufacturing repair” role, whereas schools teach more mechanical/service for the dealerships. 

The Mercedes-Benz SUV is a computer with wheels. Do they need a mechanic? Absolutely NOT! An advanced
technician is what they need and that includes electrical skills, analytical skills, and problem-solving skills.

Mercedes vehicles are very sophisticated and require the best in skill sets.
Mercedes MECH/TECH/Apprenticeship students have seen success; both as technicians and as leaders in
production. The program offers tuition and fees assistance and great pay as a working student at MBUSI

(Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, Inc.). Along with that, once the student has completed their studies, they are
rewarded with a career of a lifetime. For the MECH/TECH/Apprenticeship programs, there are several

community colleges involved in the partnership (Shelton State, Bevill State, Wallace State, and Lawson State). 

For the program application
and more info, visit 

LearnMercedes.com 

TECH PROGRAM BY MERCEDES-BENZMECH/TECH/ Apprenticeship Program

http://www.learnmercedes.com/
http://www.learnmercedes.com/
http://www.learnmercedes.com/
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SUCCESS STORIES

Leah Barksdale
Education and Training Grad 2018
The University of Alabama- Multiple

Abilities Program- May 2022
2nd Grade Teacher at Westwood

Elementary School

Cody Jones
Welding Grad 2022

Nucor Technical Academy

Aidan Conway
Health Science Grad 2019
The University of Alabama

Capstone College of Nursing
Applied to Capstone College of Nursing
Doctoral Program for Nursing Practices

Oscar Lugo
Welding Grad 2022

Apprenticeship at Local 327 
Plumbers and Pipefitters
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DUAL ENROLLMENT
Eligibility/GPA for Academic and/or CTE

Dual Enrollment
-Students must meet the entrance requirements of the college.

-Students must be in grades 10, 11, or 12.
-For SSCC and BSCC, students must have a minimum cumulative
(unweighted) high school GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale for academic

courses and a 2.0 on a 4.0 scale for CTE courses.
-Students will remain in continuous eligibility as long as a grade of 

"C" or better in all attempted college courses is earned.
-An application for dual enrollment must be submitted to the 

CTE counselor each semester.

Scan this code to
learn more about
dual enrollment
opportunities at

TCHS
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DUAL ENROLLMENT AGREEMENTS HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED BETWEEN TCSS AND BEVILL STATE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE, SHELTON STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, STILLMAN COLLEGE, 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA EARLY COLLEGE, AND THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH ALABAMA

UA Early College
Information

Shelton State Community
College Information

Bevill State
Community College

Information

UNA Early College
Information

DUAL ENROLLMENT



A Peek Into

STUDENT LIFE
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NCTA hosted Walker Elementary School, Sipsey Valley Middle
School, Collins-Riverside Intermediate School, and Northport

Intermediate School for 5th Grade CTE Exploration Day.
Students were given demonstrations from automotive,

welding, health science, athletic training, modern
manufacturing, education and training, and JROTC programs.

5TH GRADE CTE EXPLORATION DAY



THE NATIONAL
TECHNICAL HONOR

SOCIETY IS AN
EDUCATIONAL NON-
PROFIT THAT EXISTS

TO HONOR,
RECOGNIZE, AND

EMPOWER STUDENTS
AND TEACHERS IN

CAREER & TECHNICAL
EDUCATION. AS THE

HONOR SOCIETY FOR
CAREER & TECHNICAL

EDUCATION, NTHS
SERVES OVER 100,000

ACTIVE MEMBERS
ANNUALLY IN BOTH

SECONDARY AND
POSTSECONDARY

CHAPTERS ACROSS
THE COUNTRY.

Seek postsecondary education by awarding over $300,000 in
scholarships annually.
Position themselves ahead of the competition in today's highly
competitive workforce.
Earn recognition for superior achievement in career and technical
fields.
Build career portfolios with professional letters of recommendation.
Connect to a global career and technical education network.
Discover opportunities with leading businesses and industries.
Serve in leadership roles in communities and industries.

NTHS HELPS MEMBERS TO:

NTHS helps schools recognize students for their achievement in career
and technical education. Members receive a membership certificate in a
professional presentation portfolio. In addition, members receive an
official NTHS diploma seal, graduation tassel, lapel pin, and window decal
to show their affiliation with NTHS.
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Candice Carden
Television Production
Instructor

Meet the 
FACULTY & STAFF

Hannah Costanzo
Administrator

Julie McGillivray
Counselor

Scott Clements
Agriscience Instructor

Misty Fanning
Education and
Training/FACS Instructor
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Steve Dill
Cooperative Education
Instructor

Dennis Duncan
TCSS Director of
Career and Technical
Education

Chris Dobbins
Information
Technology Instructor

Alex Guin
Health Science
Instructor

Debra Jones
FACS/Event Planning
Instructor



Marla Workman
Health Science Instructor

Greer Williams
Agriscience/Building 
Construction Instructor

Laura Peffer
Modern Manufacturing
Instructor

Anita Underwood
Accounting Instructor

Jerry Redd
Automotive
Technology Instructor
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Margaret Julian
FACS/Marketing
Instructor

Calvin Summers
JROTC

Michael Whitmill
JROTC

Morgan Windham
Cosmetology
Instructor

Dustin Wright
Welding Instructor



Mrs. Lewis graduated from the University of Alabama
with a bachelor's degree in Human and Environmental
Sciences, and later received her Alternative Certification
in Career and Technical Education. She began her
career with the Tuscaloosa County School System
twelve years ago as a Family and Consumer Sciences
teacher. This is her second year serving as a Career
Coach.  Mrs. Lewis is passionate about Career and
Technical Education and enjoys working with young
people to achieve their goals. Mrs. Lewis serves
Brookwood High School, Hillcrest High School and
Sipsey Valley High School. 

CAREER COACH
CORNER

MRS. LEWIS

MRS. STUBBS

WE CAN HELP!
Career Assessment
Career Exploration
Goal Setting
Career Pathways
Resume Writing
Skills Development 
Mock Interviews
FAFSA 
Scholarships
ACT/SAT
College Admissions
Career Connections
Job Market Outlook
Occupation Search
Recruitment
ASVAB Prep

OUR MISSION
The Tuscaloosa County

Career Coaches' mission
is to empower each
student for success

whether they are
advancing to their next

level of education,
entering the military or
the workforce.  We are
committed to student
success.  As a Career

Coach, it is our duty to
help students define

career pathways,
eliminate barriers to

educational success, and
to direct students to the
appropriate resources

necessary to attain their
ultimate goal.  

Mrs. Stubbs is a 3-time graduate of the University of
Alabama with a bachelor's degree in Early
Childhood/Elementary Education, a master's degree
in Community Counseling, and an Education Specialist
degree in Counselor Education. This is her 23rd year
in education. She has worked for the Tuscaloosa
County School System for 19 of those years and has 2
years of teaching experience followed by 18 years as
a School Counselor. This is her third year serving as a
Career Coach. Mrs. Stubbs is passionate about
helping students explore all options available to assist
them in achieving their future career goals. In her free
time she enjoys reading, puzzling and watching high
school and college basketball. Mrs. Stubbs serves Holt
High School, Northside High School and Tuscaloosa
County High School which is her alma mater.



CAREER COACH

ADVICEADVICEADVICE

Group Presentations and Guest Speakers
Career Coaches offer a variety of presentations intended to help students make informed,

confident decisions about their future. Often guest speakers are enlisted to present on

specific careers and occupations. This is a great opportunity for community members,

parents, and business and industry partners to share their personal career stories with

students.

Job Shadowing
Job shadowing is an excellent way for students to experience the true day-to-day realities of a chosen profession.

Allowing students a day of learning outside of the classroom alongside a business or industry professional is

extremely beneficial. This personal, real-world experience allows students to make informed decisions about

future education, training and career goals. It can be a life changing event for many, either redirecting or

confirming career goals and plans. 

Employability Skills and Work Ethic
In an effort to bridge the skills gap, Career Coaches work closely with businesses, industry, and

students to ensure that students are aware of the importance of a strong work ethic and

employability skills.  Workshops and presentations are tailored to bring awareness to

certifications, credentials, and technical skills as a significant way to create value for personal

branding and increased employability. Guest speakers in the classrooms also provide needed

insight for student awareness and success. Career Coaches are very instrumental in coordinating

these efforts. Learning employability skills and proper work ethic is essential for student

employability success, no matter what career field is chosen. Prior to Career Coaches, these skills

were seldom taught in the classroom and are often not taught in the home.  

College Campus and Industry Tours
Career Coaches can arrange college campus and industry tours for all group sizes. Visiting a community college

or university campus or business or industry facility offers students first-hand experience through direct

exposure. College campus tours cover all aspects of college life and will give students a sense of what a specific

school has to offer. Business and industry tours offer the student a chance to experience workforce in action

through exposure to the diversity of many careers. All students should have the opportunity to tour a variety of

facilities. Becoming familiar with different educational and industry options is helpful in planning for life after

high school. 

Financial Planning
Financial planning for postsecondary education and training is vital in the decision-making

process for students and their families. Career Coaches assist students and parents in

understanding the true cost of attending college and the options available for financing

postsecondary education. Often, working in conjunction with secondary counselors and

postsecondary financial aid departments, Career Coaches walk students and parents

through the process of filling out the FAFSA application and scholarship applications. 

Individual Advising

Interest Assessments and Education Plans
Interest assessments and education plans work in conjunction to help students navigate their career paths. When

students make a connection between their current curriculum and how it translates to actual careers in the

future, they are more likely to engage in career exploration on their own. 
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High school students may set up individual advising appointments with Career Coaches

throughout the school year.  Individual advising appointments are a great way for students to

receive individual attention specific to their career goals and needs. Students, as well as parents

and guardians, find the time very valuable in getting their questions answered and assisting with

college and career preparation. 



TO PAYTO PAYTO PAY   

Success is 15% Hard Skills And 85% Soft Skills
 

Soft skills give you that winning edge to move ahead in your
personal, professional, and social life.

 
COMMUNICATION

Communication skills are ranked FIRST among a job candidate’s “must-have” skills and
qualities, according to a survey conducted by the National Association of Colleges and

Employers.
ENTHUSIASM & ATTITUDE

Having a positive attitude in the workplace can help with potential promotions. Employers
promote employees who not only produce but also motivate others in the workplace.

TEAMWORK
The ability to work as part of a team is one of the most important skills in today’s job

market. Employers are looking for workers who can contribute their own ideas, but also
want people who can work with others to create and develop projects and plans.

NETWORKING
When it comes to finding a job, you’ve got to network! According to Cornell University’s

Career Center, 80% of available jobs are not advertised. These jobs are often referred to as
the “hidden job market.”

PROBLEM-SOLVING & CRITICAL THINKING
Employers say they need a workforce fully equipped with skills beyond the basics of
reading, writing, and arithmetic to grow their businesses. These skills include critical

thinking and problem solving, according to a 2010 Critical Skills Survey by the American
Management Association and others.
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THE BILLS
Why are soft skills so important?

PROFESSIONALISM
Employers want new workers to be responsible, ethical, and team-oriented, and to

possess strong communication, interpersonal, and problem-solving skills. 
Wrap these skills up altogether and you’ve

got professionalism.



Hear these honest answers,
directly from Alabama students.

ALABAMA
CAREER

TECHNICAL
EDUCATION

MONTH 

CTE MONTH
February is National CTE Month! This public awareness
campaign celebrates the value of Career and Technical
Education, and the achievements and accomplishments of
CTE programs, students, and instructors across the
country.

WHY ARE STUDENTS JOINING
CAREER TECHNICAL STUDENT

ORGANIZATIONS (CTSOS) AND
LOCAL CTE CLASSES?

State, Local, and National Workforce Trends
“Our nation is reenergized, the global economy is
rebounding, and our state’s workforce development efforts
are truly connecting K-12 education, postsecondary
learning, and professional-career development efforts,”
said State Superintendent, Dr. Eric Mackey. Statewide, over
173,000 students in grades 9-12 are now enrolled in
Alabama CTE programs. (State Department of Education)

NCTA STUDENT
ORGANIZATIONS
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COMMUNITY & INDUSTRY

PARTNERS

 Attending career expos
 Donating valuable time and resources 
 Hosting industry tours
 Accommodating job shadow participants
 Serving as a guest speaker in the classrooms 

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY LEADERS
OFFER SUPPORT BY: 

 

Participating in student career events and

Supplying financial support for an event or

Providing insight on the local job market and

LOCAL COMMUNITY LEADERS
OFFER SUPPORT BY: 

 

        activities 

        project 

        training needs 
 

We would like to extend a special
thank you to STAR Cooperation for

supporting our efforts and
sponsoring the first ever NCTA

magazine project!  Without their
contribution, this project wouldn't

have been possible. 

 
Alabama Cooperative
Extension System
American Welding Society -            
Birmingham 
Atlas Welding
Auto Tech
Belle Meadow Farms
BF Goodrich
California Underground
Cheese Louise
Chick-Fil-A Northport
Closets Plus
DCH Encore Rehabilitation
84 Lumber
ESAB
Great Southern
Hall-Taylor Construction
Hunt Refining Company
Jalapenos
Lincoln Electric
Lowe's
McAbee Construction
McDonald's
Mercedes-Benz USI
National Welding Academy
NorthStar Emergency
Medical Services
Nucor Steel
O'Reilly

 

Rodney Sullivan
Rushing Concrete
Shelton State 
Shelton State School of
Respiratory Therapy
Southeast Fab
South's Finest
Sullivan Contracting
The University of Alabama -
 Accounting Department
 Adaptive Athletics Program
 Athletic Training Program
 Capstone College of Nursing
Thornton Welding
Tuscaloosa Chevrolet
Tuscaloosa Co Op
Tuscaloosa Farmers
Federation
Tuscaloosa Hyundai
Tuscaloosa Rehab and Hand
Center
Tuscaloosa Toyota
Tuscom
United Apprenticeship - 
 Local 372
West Alabama Works
WVUA
ZF Chassis Systems

 

The NCTA is grateful for the 
support of these local partners:
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